Lebanese Diaspora
Dynamics

Symposium

November 10, 2026

PROGRAM
9:30 a.m. Welcome Reception & Registration
10:00 a.m. Opening Ceremony

Master of Ceremonies: Ms. Marie Ange Nawchi, journalist

Opening Remarks: Dr. Ed0mond Bou Dagher, Head of the Department
of Journalism and Communication

e Address by Fr. Joseph Moukarzel, President of USEK
e Address by H.E. Mrs. Laura Lahoud, Minister of Tourism

11:00 a.m. Panel 1:
The Lebanese Diaspora, Intergenerational Trauma, and Dual Identity

Moderator: Dr. Samar El Hage, Director of the General Education Office

¢ Prof. Nicole Chalhoub Saliba, Psychoanalyst, USEK
« Ni d'ici ni de la-bas : le sujet diasporique libanais face au trauma »

e Dr. Dalal Moukarzel, Academic Leader, EDUCOMACT
« The Power of Words: Impacting Assessment with Communication »
e Dr. Christelle Stephan Hayek & Ms. Christianne Mohamad, USEK
« Ma langue perdue, mon exil : la quéte d'identité chez Wajdi Mouawad »

¢ Prof. Lena Saade Gebran, Associate Professor, USEK
« Le Liban sur les scénes du monde : diaspora libanaise et écritures théatrales »
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12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

Panel 2:
Dynamics of Intercultural Communication Between Expatriates
and Residents

Moderator: Dr. Edmond Bou Dagher

e Prof. Michel Durampart, Université de Toulon, France
« Les apories, continuités et divergences entre immigration et mobilités »
(online)

e Dr. Joe Moukarzel, Professor of Architecture & Communication,
Antonine University
« Diaspora libanaise en réseau: embrasser des mondes sans s’y fondre
completement »

e Dr. Billel Aroufoune, Universite de Toulon, France
« Récits et expériences diasporiques : quand les Libanités se devoilent »
(online)

e Mrs. Sinem Boyraz, PhD Candidate, Université de Toulon, France
« La construction de l'identité diasporique : pratiques et représentations
de la diaspora franco-libanaise sur Facebook » (online)

Lunch

Panel 3:
The Concept of Home and the Ethics of Mediterranean Hospitality

Moderator: Dr. Rita Khalil, Assistant Professor

¢ Prof. Mirna Mzawak, Director of the Higher Center for Research, USEK
« Constructing and Carrying Home: Cultural Self, Intangible Heritage,
and Active Citizenship Between Lebanon and Its Diaspora »

e Dr. Joanna Azar, Head of the Social Sciences Program, USEK,
and Reuv. Fr. Elie Rahmeh, Head of the Psychology Program, USEK
« Hospitalité et Méditerranee : penser la maison commune a partir du Liban »

e Ms. Jacky Merheb, MA Candidate, USEK

« Between Home and Host Society: Digital Media and Belonging Among
the Lebanese Diaspora»
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2:45 p.m.

3:35 p.m.

4:00 p.m.

Panel 4:
The Lebanese Diaspora and Linguistic Duality: Identity in Flux

Moderator: Dr. Rabih Nabhan, Associate Dean of the Doctoral College, USEK

Dr. Zinnia Shweiry, Associate Professor, SGUB
« Linguistic Bridges and Barriers »

Dr. Rima Bahouss, Associate Professor, LAU

« Linguistic Ambiguity and Identity in the Lebanese Diaspora »

Mr. Antoine Salameh, Journalist, USEK Faculty Member

« clodidlg duggll cualgaig dlodpll 5yngll »

Ms. Manal Ahmad, PhD Candidate, USEK; Lecturer, AOU

« Arabizi Use Among Arab University Students in France and Germany »

Coffee & Networking Break

Panel 5:
Figures of Exile: Between Broken Memories and the Search for Identity

Moderator: Prof. Marie Fayad, Full Professor, USEK

Mr. Melhem Riachi, Member of Parliament and Journalist
« Figures of Exile as Shaped by Fractured Memory and the Ongoing
Search for Identity »

Mrs. Maya Khadra, Journalist, Club International-Arte, IPAG Business

School, Paris
« Exercice du métier de journalisme dans la diaspora au defi de la double
appartenance » (online)

Mr. Marc-Jérémy Boulos, Contributing Journalist, Ici Beyrouth

« Les Juifs du Liban en exil: mémoire d'un départ, identité d’'un héritage »
Dr. Marie-Noélle El Khoury, Information & Communication,

Lebanese University

«Critical Theoretical Reflection on Intercultural Adaptation Between Lebanese
Residents and Expatriates»

Mr. Edward Kelzi, Translator & Cultural Consultant, USEK
« Figures of Exile and Linguistic Duality Between Memory and Belonging »

-\ﬁ USEK | FACULTY OF ARTS DEPARTMENT OF JOURNALISM
(g AND SCIENCES AND COMMUNICATION



5:05 p.m. Panel 6:
Lebanese Emigration: A Centuries-Old and Structural Phenomenon

Moderator: Mrs. Nicole Richa, USEK Faculty Member

e Dr. Nabil El Khoury, Political Scientist, La Sagesse University, Lebanese
University

« Evolution des sujets de théses sur le Liban dans les universités francaises
depuis 1985 »

¢ Mr. Iskandar Boustani, Economist, USJ
« Le capital humain libanais: un bien dédié a l'export »

5:35 p.m. Closing Remarks & Wrap-Up
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